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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as fo lows 




,A method for treating femal^ urinary incontinence comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a curved needle-like element defining in part a curved shaft; 
attaching a first end of a tape to the needle, the tape having an 
expandable chamber for receiving fluid therein; 
^passing the needle and tape into the body; 

a second end of the tape to the needle and passing the needle 
ape into the body to form a sling around the urethra, whereby the 
expandable chancer is positioned substantially below the urethra; 
leaving the tape inplanted in the body; and 
adjusting the^ap^ after implantation by injecting fluid into or removing 
fluid from the ek^>andable chamber to thereby directly increase or 



decrease suppon 



inderthe urethra. 



y^ffwice Amended) A methojjjoiil^^ng female urinary incontinence comprising the 



steps of: 
a) 

shaft; 
b) 
c) 
d) 



e) 
f) 



providing a first ciirved needl&like element defining in part a curved 

attaching a first e nd of a tape to me^needle; 
passing the first r|eedle and tape intdvthe body; 
attaching a second end of the tape to thirst needle or to a second 
needle-like element defining in part a ci rveovshaft and passing the tape 
and first or second needle into the bodyta forms^ sling around the 
urethra; \ 
leaving the tape implanted in the body; and. 

post-surgically injecting a bulking agent into the tape b^veen the tape 



and urethra, or post-surqically injecting a bulking agenVbetween the tape and 
the urethra at a location substantially below the urethra and above the vagina. 
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[wice Amended) A device 



comprising ■ 



for supporting an internal anatomical structure 



tape and arp expandable chamber in the tape having the ability to 




contain a variable amourjTbf^fluid^wherein the expandable chamber is positioned 
between the mesh tape and anatomicahstrutty^^ expansion of the expandable 
chamber directly provides increased support under the anat&mk^Lstructure. 




(Twice Amended) A suijgical device for treating female urinary stress 
incontinence comprising: 

a substantially fl^t tape for implanting into the lower abdomen of a female 
urethra; and 

b)\ an expandable cl tamber affixed to the tape so that when the tape is 
implanted, the expandable chamber is positioned substantially below the urethra 
and abov^the vagina, w herein the expandable chamber is expandable by 

agent therein, and wherein such expansion directly 
provides increased support under the urethra. 

V 

rding to claim^Ofwhe/ein the injectable agent is a 



The surgical device 
bulking agent. 



*) ^22'. The surgical device according ra^claim^tf, v/herein the injectable agent is a fluid. 



The surgical device according to clair 
I comprised of a hydrogel. 




Jp; wWerein the expandable chamber is 



ting female urinary stress 



(Twice Amended) A surjgical instrument for I 
incontinence comprising: 

a) a substantially flat, flexible tape for implanting\rto the lower abdomen of 
a female patient to provide support to the urethra, and having a length and a 
width; and 

b) a filamentary element extending along at least a porti^i of the length of 
the tape and having a fir^t end affixed to the tape and a second\nd, the 
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C) 



d) 



sling around the' 



P. 05 



\ filamentary element passing through the tape at least once, whereby 
manipulation of the second end increases or decreases tension on the tape, 
thereby providing increased or decreased support to the urethra respectively. 

(TwiceAmended) A method for treating female urinary incontinence comprising 
the steps of; \ 

a) providing a substantially flat tape for implanting into the lower abdomen 
of a fernale patient to provide support to the urethra; 

b) providing^ expandable chamber for accepting a fluid therein affixed to 
the tape; 

implanting th£\tari>e and expandable chamber within the female to form a 



irethra, so that the expandable chamber is positioned 



substantially belo|\V the urethra and above the vagina; 



post-operatively adj 
from the expands ible 
respectively support 



ng the sling by injecting fluid into or removing fluid 
.amber to thereby directly increase or decrease 
the urethra. 



A method for treating female urinarylncontinence comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a substantially flat, flexible tape for implanting into the lower 
abdomen of a female patient to! provide supporttp the urethra, the tape having a length, 
and having a filamentary element extending along^at least a portion of the length, the 
filamentary element having a fir st end affixed to the l^pe and a second end and 
passing through the tape at least once; and 

b) manipulating of t\ le second end of the filantentary element to increases or 
decreases tension on the tape i:o thereby increase or decrease respectively support to 
the urethra. 

The method according to clairryi^vvherein the filamenta\element is a suture 



} The method according to claim ^wherein the filamentary element 

/ positioned substantially along aj center of the tape. 



is 



-4- 



s/n 09/589,242 



Received from < 908 218 5438 > at 12/13/02 3:51:21 



DEC-13-2002 16:12 



ETHICON RND 




TTieiriettied according to claim^K wherein the second end of the filamentary 
el ment is accessible viaThe^Uignrs vagina^ 



[ The method according to claim ^^ereinttieli^ is woven 

Jnto through the tape at a plurality of locations. 
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